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Objectives
•Describe why a PA should enter EM
• List how to have a successful career / rotation in EM
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Text FREDWU023 to 22333
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What EM Is Not
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What EM Is Still Not
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What EM Is
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Why EM?
• Variety
• Procedures
• Shift work
• Excitement of not knowing what’s coming in next
• Teamwork with nurses, physicians, unit clerks, techs
• Some of the highest compensation 
• You don’t deal with insurance companies
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EM Subspecialties
• Tactical medicine
•Ultrasound
•Wilderness Medicine 
• EMS
• Education
•Disaster
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Where to Find a Job
• Best jobs are word of mouth
•Advertisements
• Journals
• Hospital websites
• Contract Management Group (CMG)
• Internet (SEMPA, AAPA, Indeed, etc)

• Local group
• Inquire if you see a physician job
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Difficulty Entering the Market?

•Location
•UC experience
•Alphabet courses (ACLS, 
ATLS, PALS, FCCS)
•Procedure course
•Smaller ED
•Residency / fellowship
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Tools of the Trade
• ID badge
•Medication guide
• Pens
• Trauma shears
• Pocket EM guide

• Stethoscope
•Antibiotic guide
• Penlight
• Passwords / phone 
numbers
• Guaic developer
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Surviving Your EM Rotation
• Show up early
• On time is late

• Check on the dress code
• Scrubs, formal, white coats, etc.

• Stay busy / stay productive / be an active learner
• Don’t hide in a corner

• Pimping
•Nurses Rock!
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Surviving Your EM Rotation cont.
• Be humble, egos will sink you
•Ask for help
• If a patient is ill, let someone know right away

• Be prepared to stay late
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Podcasts
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Smartphone Apps
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This Is What We Do
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Frederick.Wu@ucsf.edu
@FredWuPA
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