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Educational Learning Objectives:

1.  Describe the importance of 
preserving their historical materials.

2.  Identify milestones (dates, 
legislation, celebrations) and important 
individuals (founding PAs, leaders, 
award recipients) to develop a 
preservation or history project.

3.  Create a timeline for their own 
organization’s website, which can also 
be shared via social media platforms.
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Fast Facts about the PA History Society

✓ Established in 2002 by two PAs:  Reginald Carter and Jeffrey Heinrich

✓ Volunteer Board of Trustees comprised of PAs & 1 PA Student 

✓ 501 (c)(3) not for profit organization

✓ Office located in Johns Creek, GA

✓ Museum items and Veterans Garden located at Stead Center in Durham, NC

✓ PAHx collection includes organizational and personal records, interviews, 
videos, photographs, books, articles and museum items

Virtual Tour of the Stead Center: 
www.pahx.org
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Preserving PA History: 
Why is it Important?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuxUNDW7wBg


Activity:
What is the value of PAs understanding 

their professional history?

1. _____________
2. _____________
3. _____________
4. _____________
5. _____________
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Where Do We Start?



• What do you want to save? (Meeting minutes, photos of 
events, etc.) – Collection Development Policy creation

• WHO HAS IT?
• Keep a paper trail! Document what you receive and how 

through Deed of Gift forms.
• Is it worth saving?
• Can you afford to save it? 

AKA can this explode?

What to Collect & Making a Record of your Records
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Acquiring & Appraising



• Materials stored in a central cool, 
dark, dry place
• Humidity under 55%
• Temp under 75 degrees
• Pest Control
• Able to turn lights off
• No or little hazards (pipes, etc.)

• Digitize, but remember LOCKSS 
(Lots of Copies Keep Stuff Safe)

• Acid-free folders and boxes
• No mold! 
• Keep in mind metal rusts

The Good, The Okay, and the Ugly
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Preservation



Think of five historical objectives you feel are the most important 
to preserve at your institution. (ex. Meeting minutes, documents 
on program founding,  photos, bios, etc.)

For each item, list: 
• What materials fit each historical objective

• Where/how to find these materials (who to contact, social 
media posts, etc.)

• Possible preservation issues 

• A basic plan on how to preserve
these materials (Where to store 
them, how to keep them dry, etc.)
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Activity
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Telling the Story



Writing a Brief 
Biography,

Conducting an Oral 
History

& 
Creating a Timeline

https://pahx.org/bio/

https://pahx.org/oral-histories/

https://pahx.org/timeline/
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https://pahx.org/bio/
https://pahx.org/oral-histories/
https://pahx.org/timeline/
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Section 6 of Historian Toolkit:
Conducting Oral History 

Interviews
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https://pahx.org/timeline/

Establishing a Historical 
Timeline for your 
Institution/Organization
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https://pahx.org/timeline/


Florida Academy of PAs:

https://www.fapaonline.org/

general/custom.asp?page=mi

lestones

http://depts.washington.edu/
medex/about-medex-
nw/history/

Univ. of Washington -
MEDEX NW:
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https://www.fapaonline.org/general/custom.asp?page=milestones
http://depts.washington.edu/medex/about-medex-nw/history/


Establishing a Timeline
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Resources:  
1.  Sample Timelines and Individual Resources, Experiences, Dates provided by participants

2.  Free Timeline Templates:
https://templates.office.com/en-gb/Timelines
https://www.process.st/timeline-template/
https://www.konsus.com/blog/timeline-templates

ACTIVITY:
Participants are asked to create their 
own list of historical markers to serve 
as a foundation for a timeline in their 
organization. 

https://templates.office.com/en-gb/Timelines
https://www.process.st/timeline-template/
https://www.konsus.com/blog/timeline-templates


Using History on Social Media

X: pa_hx Instagram: pahx_societyFacebook: PAHistory

Visit the PAHx website often! www.pahx.org 
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Don’t Forget!
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• Start somewhere

• It takes a village – and resources

• Preserving the PA professional identity is 
everyone’s responsibility

• If we don’t tell our own story, who will?

“You don’t have to be great to start, but you have to start to be great”
Zig Ziglar
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Questions?
Email:  Contactus@pahx.org
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