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Disclaimer

 I am not a coding or billing 
specialist!

 I frequently ask my billing team 
questions about billing and 
coding



Objectives

Review 
common 
injection CPT 
codes

Discuss 
Ultrasound 
guidance code

Discuss 
ultrasound 
diagnostic 
codes



Ultrasound Diagnostic Imaging 
CPT

Shoulder

Other locations where joint evaluation is included

76881—
Complete 

exam

Does not include joint evaluation

Hamstring, Calf

76882—
Limited 
exam



Joint Injection CPT

Palpation

20600—Small Joint

Fingers and toes

20605—Intermed Joint

Elbow, wrist, ankle, AC joint

20610—Large Joint

Shoulder, subacromial bursa, hip, 
knee

Ultrasound guided

20604—Small Joint

20606—Intermed Joint

20611—Large Joint

Must have a permanent recording of 
the procedure



CPT 20611, etc requires the 
following

Documentation of a focused 
ultrasound evaluation

Obtain, label, and interpret 
images in multiple planes 

through the specific area of 
concern.

Documentation of the 
normal anatomic structure 

and any pathologic findings.

Documentation of separate 
stand-alone report for the 
patient’s chart (CPT code 

and radiology requirement).

Documentation the 
procedure itself, including 

prep, intraservice work, and 
patient tolerance.

Documentation of the 
specific medication and 
dosage if a therapeutic 

injection was performed.



Sample Procedure Note



Ultrasound Guidance CPT

When to use 
CPT 76942

20526:  Carpal 
Tunnel Asp/Inj

20550 :  Plantar 
Fascia, De 
quervains

20551:  Tennis 
elbow

20612:  
Aspiration of 
ganglion cyst

20552:  Trigger 
point

20553:  Trigger 
point 3 or more



Conclusion

 Consider modifiers RT, LT, 50, 25, and 59

 ICD 10 codes matter

 Insurances may have different policies

 Pre-auths may be needed

 Have a process for storing and retrieving images if billing diagnostic or 
therapeutic ultrasound procedures

 Have a standard template for your procedure and documentation

 You will get audited



Thank You!


