2020 Standing Rules Committee Report

Standing Rule Recommended to be Rescinded 
	Current Standing Rule
	Committee Recommendation
	Rationale for Change

	SR-2255
In accordance with Bylaws Article VII, Section 2, current members of AAPA’s Board of Directors may not serve as a delegate from a constituent organization
	
Rescind
	
SR-2255 was adopted at the 2019 House of Delegates meeting in an effort to clarify the roles of current members of the AAPA Board of Directors in the House. This resolution was challenged in fall 2019 prompting legal analysis by AAPA’s legal firm. The legal opinion summarized that SR-2255 is inconsistent with Article VI, Section 2 and Article VII, Section 2 of the AAPA bylaws, thus putting the organization at risk.  Since the standing rules are subject to the higher authority of the Bylaws, this SR must be rescinded. In order to affect the intent of SR-2255, a resolution to amend Article VI, Section 2 of the AAPA Bylaws would be required.


	
	
	



Standing Rule Recommended to be Edited
	Current Standing Rule
	Proposed Edits
	Rationale for Change

	SR-2320
The organization currently granted official observer status in the House of Delegates is the Physician Assistant Education Association (PAEA).

	Amend SR-2320 as follows:
SR-2320:  The organization(s) currently granted official observer status in the House of Delegates is are:
· the Physician Assistant Education Association (PAEA)
· Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc. (ARC-PA)
· National Commission on the Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA)

	
As we consider renaming and/or rebranding the PA profession, it is vitally important that we have enhanced communication with our sister PA organizations.  Per SR 2325, the House Officers have granted provisional official observer status to both ARC-PA and NCCPA for the November 2020 virtual Meeting.  As per SR 2315, the House Officers are recommending that the House of Delegates grant official observer status to these organizations via this vote.




Standing Rules Recommended for Suspension for the November 2020 Meeting
	Current Standing Rule
	Committee Recommendation
	Rationale for Change

	SR-4125
[bookmark: _ealigwghawot]Electronic discussion on resolutions will be posted for review by delegates for a minimum of 5 days prior to a virtual meeting.
 
	
Temporarily suspend until the conclusion of the November 2020 HOD meeting.
	The HOD must conduct its meetings in compliance with North Carolina statute 55-8-20, which requires participating delegates to “simultaneously hear each other during the meeting.”  Due to potential restrictions within the electronic platforms being investigated for hosting a virtual HOD meeting, there is limited ability to allow for simultaneous discussion and adequate debate of resolutions by the delegates.  
Given the less than ideal circumstances available to accomplish the discussion referenced in SR-4125, this rule is inapplicable for the November 2020 meeting.
It is also relevant to provide some historical context regarding the original framework by which the virtual rules were developed.  The virtual rules were originally written with the intention that they would apply to a singular issue that needed to be voted on electronically.  While SR-4125 could potentially be accomplished virtually for a single resolution, it is not feasible to host this type of discussion for an entire HOD meeting agenda.  


	SR-4130
The procedure for posting, discussion and voting will be outlined by the House Officers. Only the business stated in the notice will be transacted during the electronic discussion and voting.
[bookmark: _k8bh9z20dn9l] 
	
Temporarily suspend until the conclusion of the November 2020 HOD meeting.
	The HOD must conduct its meetings in compliance with North Carolina statute 55-8-20, which requires participating delegates to “simultaneously hear each other during the meeting.”  Due to potential restrictions within the electronic platforms being investigated for hosting a virtual HOD meeting, there is limited ability to allow for simultaneous discussion and adequate debate of resolutions by the delegates.  
Given the less than ideal circumstances available to accomplish the discussion referenced in SR-4125, this rule is inapplicable for the November 2020 meeting. 
This rule also has the effect of limiting the business of the HOD meeting to only the posted agenda; a new temporary rule for 2020 is being recommended to address this component of SR-4130.


	SR-4135
Any delegate submissions or changes to the order of delegates must be submitted 48 hours prior to the established virtual meeting time.
[bookmark: _ilfxui9pru8g] 
[bookmark: _7433743i2mi6] 
	Temporarily suspend until the conclusion of the November 2020 HOD meeting.


	SR-4135 was created prior to AAPA staff and House Officers having extensive knowledge of the technological preparation for a virtual meeting.  It is now known that a finalized list of delegates is required 2 weeks prior to the virtual HOD meeting in order to set up the log-ins for the meeting and to allow delegates to participate in a practice session prior to the meeting itself.  A special rule for the November 2020 meeting is also being recommended to address this concept.
This SR may need to be permanently rescinded in the future, but without having all information about technological capabilities of various platforms being investigated to host virtual meetings, it was determined a temporary suspension of this rule would be best for the November 2020 meeting.  




Special Rules Recommended for Adoption for the November 2020 Meeting
	Current Standing Rule
	Committee Recommendation
	Rationale for Change

	None
 
 
 
	Approve Special Rule 4121 for the November 2020 meeting.
Special Rule 4121:  Properly submitted resolutions will be placed on the general consent agenda.  Any resolution or any recommendation from the 5-year review process that is extracted from the general consent agenda will result in the item being referred to the next scheduled HOD meeting.  This rule will expire at the conclusion of the November 2020 HOD meeting. 

	
The HOD must conduct its meetings in compliance with North Carolina statute 55-8-20, which requires participating delegates to “simultaneously hear each other during the meeting.” Due to potential restrictions within the electronic platforms being investigated for hosting a virtual HOD meeting, there is limited ability to allow for simultaneous discussion and adequate debate of resolutions by the delegates. However, there is recognition that some business needs to and is able to be adopted without debate. Therefore, by placing all resolutions on the general consent agenda, there is an ability to conduct some business while still allowing other business (that may require debate and discussion) to automatically become an agenda item for the next HOD meeting wherein adequate debate is possible.

	None

	Approve Special Rule 4122 for the November 2020 meeting

Special Rule 4122:  Late and emergency resolutions will not be accepted for a virtual meeting. This rule will expire at the conclusion of the November 2020 HOD meeting.  


	Currently, SR-4130 states “only the business stated in the notice will be transacted during the electronic discussion and voting.”  SRC interprets this rule as preventing late and emergency resolutions.  With the recommendation to temporarily suspend SR-4130, the opportunity to accept late and emergency resolutions would be created.  
One barrier to allowing emergency resolutions to be considered is the requirement of an 80 percent affirmative vote of the delegates (see SR-3205); delegates must be able to debate the merits for accepting an emergency resolution.  Once again, there is limited ability to allow for such debate in a way that adheres to the North Carolina statute 55-8-20 for the November 2020 HOD meeting. 
Adopting this new SR would allow for the continued prevention of late and emergency resolutions that is currently accomplished with SR-4130.


	
None
	Approve Special Rule 2351 for the November 2020 meeting.

Special Rule 2351:  For the November 2020 Virtual HOD meeting, all delegates must complete the credentialing process, including submission of a Conflict of Interest Form, by Friday, November 6, 2020, in order to participate in the meeting.  In addition, no changes in the delegate list for a constituent organization will be accepted after the November 6th deadline.

	This new SR is recommended due to the recommended temporary suspension of SR-4135 (please see associated rationale).  
A finalized list of delegates is required 2 weeks prior to the virtual HOD meeting in order to set up the logins for the meeting and to allow delegates to participate in a practice session prior to the meeting itself.




