2020-22-GRPA			Substance Use Disorder

2020-22			Resolved

Amend policy HP-4200.1.6 as follows:

AAPA recognizes the significant public health implications of substance USE DISORDERS abuse, to include both non-medical use of prescription drugs and illicit substance use DISORDER, and encourages PAs to take an active role in eliminating substance USE DISORDERS abuse. AAPA supports the education of all PAs in the early identification, treatment and prevention of substance USE DISORDERS abuse.

Rationale/Justification
Both groups GRPA collaborated with on this resolution (SPAAM and HOTP) suggested moving away from abuse to use disorder as this is in line with the new diagnostic criteria for psychiatric conditions.

Related AAPA Policy
HP-3300.1.12
AAPA encourages PAs to identify patients with substance use disorders and initiate treatment which may include medication assisted treatment as well as referral to qualified behavioral health providers.
[Adopted 2002, reaffirmed 2007, 2012, 2017, amended 2019]
 
HX-4600.5.7
State chapters are encouraged to collaborate with public health agencies, addiction treatment organizations, local and state medical societies, patient advocacy organizations, and other entities to seek legislative and/or regulatory changes to remove barriers to the prescribing, dispensing, or distribution of naloxone for secondary administration for the reversal of opioid overdoses.
[Adopted 2012, amended 2017]

Possible Negative Implications  
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Kevin Bolan, PA-C
Chair, Commission on Government Relations and Practice Advancement
adkpa@aol.com
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