2021-C-17-HOTP		State Laws for Protective Equipment Head Injuries 

2021-C-17 			Resolve 

Amend policy HX-4300.2.2 as follows:

AAPA shall support state laws requiring protective equipment for individuals participating in activities that put them at risk of traumatic brain injury (recreational/transportation). In addition, AAPA shall encourage all PAs to educate their patients, parents/guardians and the public on the value of the appropriate protective equipment as protection from traumatic brain injury. Such education should address activities in which there is a risk of traumatic brain injury. 

AAPA SUPPORTS THE ADOPTION OF EVIDENCE-BASED GUIDELINES FOR THE EVALUATION AND MANAGEMENT OF CONCUSSIONS BY ALL ATHLETIC ORGANIZATIONS AND ENCOURAGES FURTHER RESEARCH IN THE DIAGNOSIS, TREATMENT, AND PREVENTION OF CHRONIC TRAUMATIC ENCEPHALOPATHY. 

Rationale/Justification
· Taking out (recreational/transportation) allows the policy to stand as a broader statement of philosophy given that there are other “groups” or “categories” that could fit into here such as certain jobs.
· Current policy does not address Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE). CTE is a crucial topic to be included in the discussion of traumatic brain injury. The additional statement further support this policy in relation to education. Information on education should not be limited to risk but need to address long term health implication of CTE.

References:
Gavett, B. E., Stern, R. A., & McKee, A. C. (2011). Chronic traumatic encephalopathy: a potential late effect of sport-related concussive and subconcussive head trauma. Clinics in sports medicine, 30(1), 179–xi. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.csm.2010.09.007

Stern RA, Riley DO, Daneshvar DH, Nowinski CJ, Cantu RC, McKee AC. Long-term consequences of repetitive brain trauma: chronic traumatic encephalopathy. PM R. 2011 Oct;3(10 Suppl 2):S460-7. doi: 10.1016/j.pmrj.2011.08.008. PMID: 22035690.

Related AAPA Policy
None

Possible Negative Implications
None

Financial Impact
None
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