

2021-C-12-HOTP			Access to Prenatal Care

2021-C-12           			Resolved

Amend policy HX-4200.1.8 as follows:
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]APA believes that timely access to ongoing prenatal care is essential to optimizing pregnancy outcomes. PAs should be ENGAGED IN PROVIDING, OR aware of programs within their communities that provide, access to AFFORDABLE, QUALITY AND culturally competent care and promote a full range of preconception and pregnancy support services PRENATAL CARE.

Rationale/Justification
PAs practice in OB/GYN and in other clinic settings, such as family medicine, where they may be delivering prenatal care. Additionally, PAs practice setting may be in a safety net program such as a free medical clinic or a Federal Qualified Health Clinic where they are filling gaps in access to care by delivering affordable, quality prenatal care. Therefore, recommend that this policy is amended to reflect PA practice where PAs are not just aware of resources in the community for affordable, quality and culturally competent care, but they are also engaged in the delivery of affordable, quality and culturally competent care. 

Related AAPA Policy
None 
Possible Negative Implications  
None

Financial Impact
None

[bookmark: _Hlk67491115]Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Tara J. Mahan, MMS, PA-C
Chair, Commission on the Health of the Public
tara.j.mahan@gmail.com
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