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2021-A-07-SAAAPA 	Student Members Voting in Student Board Election

2021-A-07 			Resolved 

Amend AAPA Bylaws Article XIII, Section 5 as follows: 

Section 5:	Eligible Voters. 
a. Eligible voters for President-elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and Directors-at-large are fellow members.
b. Eligible voters for House Officers and for elected members of Nominating Work Group are voting members of the House of Delegates who are present at the time of the election. 
c. Eligible voters for the Student Academy positions of President-elect, Director of Diversity and Outreach, and Director of Student Communications, AND CHIEF DELEGATE are credentialed members of the Assembly of Representatives and Student Board members present at the time of the election STUDENT MEMBERS. 
d. Eligible voters for the Student Academy Chief Delegate are credentialed members of the Assembly of Representatives, Student Academy Board members, and credentialed student delegates.
e d. Eligible voters for Student Academy Regional Directors are STUDENT MEMBERS credentialed members of the Assembly of Representatives and Student Board members from within the respective region who are present at the time of the election. 
f e. For all positions, eligible voters must be current members in good standing (fellow or student) as of the date that is fifteen (15) days before the respective election.

Rationale/Justification
The resolved is intended to ensure equity and appropriate representation of all student members by allowing them to vote in the AAPA Student Academy Board of Directors election. 

Currently, all fellow members of AAPA are eligible to vote for their representatives on the Board of Directors. However, not all student members are able to vote for their representatives on the Student Academy Board of Directors. Only one Student Academy Representative per accredited PA program in the Student Academy Assembly of Representatives (AOR) and current Student Academy Board of Directors members are presently eligible to vote in the Student Academy Board of Directors election. 

Eligibility to vote in the Student Academy Board of Directors election should be expanded to all student members so that they have the same privileges as fellow members when electing their Board of Directors.
· This goal is supported by the Student Academy AOR. The Student Academy Board of Directors passed resolution 2020-01 in 2020. This resolution states: “The Student Academy recommends that all PA student members be allowed to vote in the Student Academy Board of Directors Election.”1
· The voices of 17,000+ student members are currently routed through about 250+ Student Academy Representatives and Student Academy Board of Directors members.2
· In the 2020 AAPA Student Academy Board of Directors election, 175 of 252 eligible voters participated (voter turnout of 69.4%).3
· In the 2020 AAPA Board of Directors election, 3,601 of 42,103 eligible voters participated (voter turnout 8.6%).4
· Based on this data, student participation is on par with fellow members. Student members are clearly invested in their participation in AAPA and are motivated to vote for their representatives when allowed to do so. 

Related AAPA Policy
None

Possible Negative Implications
None

Financial Impact
Potential increase in membership revenue given that student members who feel valued and become engaged as students – in this case by being afforded the opportunity to vote for their elected student officials – could be more likely to convert to fellow members upon graduation.

Because the Student Academy Board of Directors election is conducted by a third-party election vendor, there would also be an increased cost (less than $2000) to AAPA to add nearly 17,000 student members to the voter rolls.

Attestation
I attest that this resolution was reviewed by the submitting organization’s Board and/or officers and approved as submitted.

Signatures & Contacts for the Resolution
Delilah Dominguez, LCSW, PA-C
Chief Delegate, Student Academy
ddominguez@aapa.org 

Whitney Hewitt, PA-S
Delegate, Student Academy
wahewitt@radford.edu 

Bari Peyser, PA-S
Delegate, Student Academy
bari.peyser@quinnipiac.edu 

Co-Sponsor
Student Academy Board of Directors
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