


2021-A-08-SAAAPA		Credentialed Student Members Voting in General Elections

2021-A-08			Resolved

Amend AAPA Bylaws Article III, Section 4 as follows:

Section 4:	Student Members. A student member is an individual who is enrolled in an ARC-PA or successor agency approved PA program. Except STUDENT MEMBERS ARE ONLY ELIGIBLE TO HOLD ELECTED OFFICE IN THE STUDENT ACADEMY OR as otherwise provided in these Bylaws,. student members shall not be entitled to vote or hold office. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, one student shall be elected by eligible student members to sit on the Board of Directors and this Student Director shall have all rights and privileges of any other member of such Board. CREDENTIALED STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT ACADEMY ASSEMBLY OF REPRESENTATIVES, CREDENTIALED STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, AND STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL BE ENTITLED TO VOTE IN AAPA GENERAL ELECTIONS.

Further Resolved

Amend Article V, Section 4a. as follows:

Section 4: 	Student Academy Board of Directors. The Student Academy Board of 	Directors directs the activities of the Student Academy.
a. The Student Academy President serves on AAPA’s Board of Directors as the 	Student Director. THIS STUDENT DIRECTOR SHALL HAVE ALL RIGHTS 	AND PRIVILEGES OF ANY OTHER MEMBER OF SUCH BOARD.

Further Resolved

Amend AAPA Bylaws Article XIII, Section 5a as follows: 

Section 5:	Eligible Voters. 
a. Eligible voters for President-elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and Directors-at-large are fellow members., CREDENTIALED STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT ACADEMY ASSEMBLY OF REPRESENTATIVES, CREDENTIALED STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, AND STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

Rationale/Justification
Current bylaws effectively silence over 17,000 student members, denying them the privilege of participating in the election of the AAPA’s Board of Directors (President-elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and Directors-at-large). The resolved proposes allowing credentialed members of the Student Academy Assembly of Representatives (AOR), credentialed student members of the HOD, and student members of the Student Board of Directors to vote in the AAPA general election. This would allow approximately 300 elected student members to vote for AAPA’s national leaders in the AAPA general election.  
 
On average, student members constitute over 25% of total AAPA membership. However, the only voting power student members have outside of the Student Academy is in the House Officers and Nominating Working Group elections through their HOD student delegates. A mere 20 HOD student delegates are tasked with representing the interests of 17,170 student members in these elections. Within the HOD, current guidelines set a straight 1:850 apportionment ratio for student members and a 1:300 apportionment ratio for fellow members in chapters exceeding 220 in number.1 A comparison of these ratios highlights the disparity in student member representation in AAPA decision-making even in this body. 
 
Presently, an estimated 42,000 fellow members are eligible to vote for their national representatives on the AAPA Board of Directors. In stark contrast, not a single student member can vote for those national leaders, who are charged with making the most important decisions for our organization, including the development of 5-year strategic plans that impact student members well into their early clinical practice years. 
 
The resolved is a modest gesture towards including student members in the democratic process of electing the AAPA Board of Directors. By making the proposed bylaws revisions, AAPA affirms its recognition of students as vital and valued members of the organization outside of the Student Academy and HOD. Allowing student and fellow members to share responsibility in electing national leaders to serve on the AAPA Board of Directors unites our future and current leaders in a collaborative process to promote the PA profession. It also cultivates a sense of respect and responsibility for sustained professional engagement in AAPA members.
 
The PA profession needs advocates more than ever. Granting credentialed student members the privilege to vote in this election encourages AAPA’s future leaders and advocates by communicating that their perspectives are trusted, valued, and respected. It allows student members to learn from the significant wisdom and experience of its fellow members as AAPA strives to advance the PA profession.

Related AAPA Policy
None

Possible Negative Implications
None

Financial Impact
Potential increase in membership revenue given that student members who feel valued and become engaged as students – in this case by being afforded the opportunity to vote for their elected officials – could be more likely to convert to fellow members upon graduation.

Because the General Election is conducted by a third-party election vendor, there would also be a minimal cost to AAPA to add approximately 300 credentialed student members to the voter rolls.

Attestation
I attest that this resolution was reviewed by the submitting organization’s Board and/or officers and approved as submitted (commissions, work groups and task forces are exempt).

Signatures & Contacts for the Resolution
Delilah Dominguez, LCSW, PA-C
Chief Delegate, Student Academy
ddominguez@aapa.org 

Anthony Carli, PA-S 
Delegate, Student Academy
acarli39@midwestern.edu 

Natalie Crump, MS, PA-S II 
Delegate, Student Academy
natalie.crump@rvu.edu 

Co-Sponsor
Student Academy Board of Directors

References:
1. American Academy of Physician Assistants. (2020). 2021 Apportionment Cover Letter. https://www.aapa.org/download/70047/
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