2021-D-20-TX 			ILO Categorization of PAs 
					(Referred 2020-59)

2021-D-20    				Resolved

AAPA recommends a new classification of health care workers to the International Labour Organization (ILO) to recognize PA work globally. 

This classification system is used by many international organizations including the World Health Organization (WHO). Currently, there is no international classification of health workers befitting of PA practice description. 

Old category name: ISCO code 2229 Health Professionals (except nursing) 
Current ILO category: ISCO code 2240 Paramedical Practitioners

Proposed ILO category name – Advance Practice Clinician - to include PAs, Clinical Officers, and similar professions globally. This would be an umbrella term for professions with similar capabilities globally. This would advocate to bring the International Labour Organization more in line with AAPA policy of descriptions of PAs and their contribution to healthcare. 

Based on the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO, 2008 revision) by the International Labour Organization (ISCO-08) 

Rationale/Justification
At this time, the World Health Organization International Classification of health care workers uses a document that does not have an appropriate category for PAs. 

The category used at present is ISCO code 2240 - ‘Paramedical practitioners.’ This category is described as follows: 

Paramedical practitioners provide advisory, diagnostic, curative and preventive medical services more limited in scope and complexity than those carried out by medical doctors. They work autonomously, or with limited supervision of medical doctors, and apply advanced clinical procedures for treating and preventing diseases, injuries and other physical or mental impairments common to specific communities. 

Tasks include – 
(a) conducting physical examinations of patients and interviewing them and their families to determine their health status, and recording patients’ medical information; 
(b) performing basic or more routine medical and surgical procedures, including prescribing and administering treatments, medications and other preventive or curative measures, especially for common diseases and disorders; 
(c) administering or ordering diagnostic tests, such as X-ray, electrocardiogram and laboratory tests; 
(d) performing therapeutic procedures such as injections, immunizations, suturing and wound care, and infection management; 
(e) assisting medical doctors with complex surgical procedures; 
(f) monitoring patients’ progress and response to treatment, and identifying signs and symptoms requiring referral to medical doctors; 
(g) advising patients and families on diet, exercise and other habits which aid prevention or treatment of disease and disorders; 
(h) identifying and referring complex or unusual cases to medical doctors, hospitals or other places for specialized care; 
(i) reporting births, deaths and notifiable diseases to government authorities to meet legal and professional reporting requirements. 

Examples of the occupations classified here: 
▪ Advanced care paramedic 
▪ Clinical officer (paramedical) 
▪ Feldscher 
▪ Primary care paramedic 
▪ Surgical technician 

Some related occupations classified elsewhere: 
▪ General practitioner – 2211 
▪ Surgeon – 2212 
▪ Medical assistant – 3256 
▪ Emergency paramedic – 3258 

Note:  Occupations included in this unit group normally require completion of tertiary-level training in theoretical and practical medical services. Workers providing services limited to emergency treatment and ambulance practice are classified in Unit Group 3258: Ambulance Workers.

This category does not mention PAs by name, and is incorrect in description of PA abilities, leaving PAs to be left out of classification and potentially misclassified or worse,  classified in an even lower ranking category that denotes responsibilities beneath the level of training and abilities received by PAs. 

The previous classification was under ISCO code 2229 – Health Professionals (except nursing) not elsewhere classified and there is no description of abilities or training.  

Support exists for this new category creation globally with the Clinical Officer association of the African region who are providing urgent calls for this update as well as officials from the Kenyan Ministry of Health. Outrage exists that this category does not accurately describe services rendered by PAs or Clinical Officers.  Discussion around the importance of this classification creation was also held at international meetings of PAs including representation from the Asian and European regions with widespread support.  

Other categories are well described including Medical Doctors, Dentists, Nurses, Pharmacists, and even Veterinarians.  

PAs are an important part of the health care workforce and need to be appropriately classified for mobilization by the WHO and other international organizations in the event of a crisis. This suggested correct categorization would enable organizations globally to identify and mobilize PAs where needed using correct classification and descriptions of abilities/training. 
Reference:
https://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/stat/isco/docs/groupdefn08.pdf 

Related AAPA policy
HP-3100.1.3 
AAPA discourages the use of terms such as midlevel providers, physician extenders, allied health professionals or any other terms that devalue PAs’ contribution to healthcare. 
[Adopted 2018] 

“Paramedical Providers” would fall under this category of discouraged terms

HP-3100.1.3.1 
AAPA believes whenever possible, PAs should be referred to as PAs. AAPA recognizes entities may use the terms “advanced practice providers” or “advanced practice clinicians” which should only refer to PAs and APRNs.
[Adopted 2018]

Possible Negative Implications
None

Financial Impact
None 

Attestation
I attest that this resolution was reviewed by the submitting organization’s Board and/or officers and approved as submitted.  

Signature & Contact for the Resolution 
Jennifer R. Eames MPAS, DHSc, PA-C
Delegate, Texas Academy of PAs
jennifer.eames@hsutx.edu 
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