

2021-B-09-CCPDE     	PA Certification Terminology

2021-B-09           		Resolved

Amend policy HP-3500.2.2.1 as follows:

AAPA believes that the terms “Board Certified,” “Board Exams,” and “the Boards “when used in reference to PA certification are inaccurate and misleading and therefore discourages the use of these terms to refer to NCCPA certification and related examinations.

Rationale/Justification
The Commission consulted with the proposer of this policy to understand the original intent and learned that the objection was to PAs representing their NCCPA certification as “Board Certification.”  Interprofessional specialty boards that emerged for which PAs are welcome to join provided they meet the training and exam requirements.  AAPA should not imply that a PA who has achieved such a credential could not represent themselves in a way that is consistent with the way that the conferring organization explicitly allows.

Related AAPA Policy
None

Possible Negative Implications  
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Stephanie Jalaba, PA-C
Chair, Commission on Continuing Professional Development and Education
cpdec@aapa.org 
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