
2022-A-02-GovCom		Credentialed Student Members Voting in General Elections
				(Referred 2021-A-08)

2022-A-02			Resolved

	Reject referred resolution 2021-A-08 which proposed the amendments below.

Amend AAPA Bylaws Article III, Section 4 as follows:

Section 4:	Student Members. A student member is an individual who is enrolled in an ARC-PA or successor agency approved PA program. Except STUDENT MEMBERS ARE ONLY ELIGIBLE TO HOLD ELECTED OFFICE IN THE STUDENT ACADEMY OR as otherwise provided in these Bylaws,. student members shall not be entitled to vote or hold office. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, one student shall be elected by eligible student members to sit on the Board of Directors and this Student Director shall have all rights and privileges of any other member of such Board. CREDENTIALED STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT ACADEMY ASSEMBLY OF REPRESENTATIVES, CREDENTIALED STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, AND STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL BE ENTITLED TO VOTE IN AAPA GENERAL ELECTIONS.

Further Resolved

Amend Article V, Section 4a. as follows:

Section 4: 	Student Academy Board of Directors. The Student Academy Board of 	Directors directs the activities of the Student Academy.
a. The Student Academy President serves on AAPA’s Board of Directors as the 	Student Director. THIS STUDENT DIRECTOR SHALL HAVE ALL RIGHTS 	AND PRIVILEGES OF ANY OTHER MEMBER OF SUCH BOARD.

Further Resolved

Amend AAPA Bylaws Article XIII, Section 5a as follows: 

Section 5:	Eligible Voters. 
a. Eligible voters for President-elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and Directors-at-large are fellow members., CREDENTIALED STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT ACADEMY ASSEMBLY OF REPRESENTATIVES, CREDENTIALED STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, AND STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Rationale/Justification
This bylaws resolution was assigned to the Governance Commission by the House Officers after it was referred by the 2021 House of Delegates. The Governance Commission reviewed this resolution alongside the AAPA Articles of Incorporation, the existing AAPA Bylaws, North Carolina non-profit corporate statute as well as AAPA’s stated mission and vision. The Governance Commission met with Student Academy leaders and consulted the opinion of AAPA’s legal counsel. Legal counsel advised the Commission to consider the question of member voting rights through the lens of understanding what qualifies someone to vote in the AAPA BOD/General election? 

The Governance Commission determined that the answer to this question can be derived from AAPA’s mission statement: AAPA leads the profession and empowers our members to advance their careers and enhance patient health.

Emphasis added above is placed on the word profession. AAPA’s organizational mission is centered on leading and empowering members of the PA profession. Based on this, the Governance Commission believes that granting full rights of membership, including the right to vote in the General Election should, at a minimum, be rooted in whether someone is a PA. 

The AAPA Bylaws defines a Fellow Member, as “a PA who is a graduate of a PA program accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA), or by one of its predecessor agencies… or who has passed the Physician Assistant National Certifying Examination (PANCE) administered by the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA) or an examination administered by another agency approved by the Academy.” 

While student members are a valued part of the AAPA community and make up a significant portion of AAPA’s total membership, they are not yet members of the profession, according to the above criteria. The Governance Commission believes that extending voting rights to any portion of student members would step outside the bounds of appropriate governance for an association that is organized around the profession, as opposed to broader goals and ideals related to health care or medical science. 

The Governance Commission took several other factors into consideration, including input shared by Student Academy leaders. The Student Academy’s argument in favor of extending voting rights to student members is based on two assertions:  

1. Student members feel silenced and disenfranchised by being unable to participate in the General Election; and

2. Student members will be more likely to convert to and engage as Fellow Members if given the opportunity to vote in the General Election. 

Unlike every other non-Fellow member class, the AAPA Bylaws (Article V) grants the Student Academy the right to operate as a subsidiary unit representing all AAPA student members. The Student Academy has its own Board of Directors, an Assembly of Representatives, a voting delegation in the AAPA House of Delegates, Student Board Committees, and seats on several AAPA volunteer commissions. The Student Academy President sits on the AAPA Board of Directors with full voting privileges as the Student Director. The PA Foundation Board of Trustees also includes a Student Trustee with full voting rights. 

By far, members of the Student Academy have a great deal of representation in AAPA’s governance, more than any other non-Fellow member class. Hence, the Governance Commission struggled to see how extending a small group of students the right to vote in the General Election would increase or improve the inclusion and representation of students beyond what is already afforded the Student Academy. The Governance Commission also did not see any evidence supporting the argument that allowing students to vote in the General Election would necessarily lead to increased engagement as Fellows.  

The Governance Commission would like to stress that students and the Student Academy are a valued part of the AAPA community. It must also be acknowledged, though, that until they graduate and become professional PAs, student members’ roles and rights within the Academy will be different from Fellows.

Related AAPA Policy
None

Possible Negative Implications
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature
William Hoser, PA-C
Chair, Governance Commission

Contact for the Resolution
Rachel Miller-Bleich, MA, CAE
Staff Advisor, Governance Commission
rmiller-bleich@aapa.org  
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