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2022-B-01-CCPDE

2022-B-01-CCPDE			Initial Education

2022-B-01           			Resolved

Amend policy HP-3200.1.3 as follows:

AAPA recognizes that PA education is conducted at the graduate level and supports awarding the master’s degree AS THE TERMINAL DEGREE. for new PA graduates.

Rationale/Justification
This amendment brings the policy into line with existing policy which opens the possibility of initial doctoral programs and recommends study of post professional doctoral programs while opposing making a doctoral degree mandatory for initial education. Affirming that a master’s degree is the current terminal degree standard is important to ensuring that PA programs can recruit and retain faculty members.

Related AAPA Policy
HP-3200.1.4 
AAPA opposes a mandatory entry-level doctorate for PAs. 
[Adopted 2010, reaffirmed 2015, amended 2021] 

HP-3200.1.4.1 
AAPA supports PA-specific post-professional doctoral degrees as one option for PAs to engage in lifelong learning.

The House of Delegates recommends AAPA support additional research on the outcomes associated with PA-specific post-professional doctoral degrees as well as emerging trends related to these programs to inform future policy deliberations on this topic. 
[Adopted 2021]

Possible Negative Implications  
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature and Contact for the Resolution
Stephanie Jalaba, MMS, PA-C
Chair, Commission of Continuing Professional Development and Education
smjalaba@gmail.com 
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