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2022-B-08-HOTP
2022-B-08-HOTP		Reproductive Healthcare Restrictions 

2022-B-08           		Resolved

Amend policy HX-4600.6.1 as follows:

AAPA opposes RESTRICTIONS OR attempts to restrict the availability of reproductive healthcare.

Rationale/Justification
Since this policy was originally adopted, there have been restrictions placed on the availability of reproductive healthcare, for example, in 2021 in Texas with SB 8. This law both ban abortions after 6 weeks of pregnancy as well as allows individuals to sue others participating in obtaining or providing abortions. Abortions are a safe and essential part of reproductive healthcare.

 Aligning with the statement from The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 

SB8 will dissuade clinicians in the state of Texas from providing patients with the medical care that they need and will clearly violate the patient-physician relationship. Clinicians should be able to provide patient-centered, evidence-based care and counsel, and patients should be able to access the care and information they need without fear of retribution. Such legislative interference will ultimately discourage compassionate, skilled clinicians from practicing in the state of Texas, further compromising patient access to care.

This will impair individual’s access to safe healthcare, and thus, endangering patients. The previous statement is outdated due to these restrictions that are being sustained by the courts. Whether or not this law continues to be upheld by the court system, the policy needs to be expanded for future protection from successful restrictions.

“ACLU News & Commentary.” American Civil Liberties Union, https://www.aclu.org/news/reproductive-freedom/heres-what-to-know-about-texas-radical-new-abortion-ban/

“Statement on Texas SB8.” ACOG, https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2021/09/statement-on-texas-sb8. 

“Texas SB8: 2021-2022: 87th Legislature.” LegiScan, https://legiscan.com/TX/text/SB8/2021. 

Related AAPA Policy
HX-4600.6.4
AAPA supports equitable and confidential access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health information and services, to include family planning and birth control options, that are evidence-based, developmentally appropriate, culturally sensitive, and available in a telehealth capacity when face to face
care is not optimal.
[Adopted 1983, reaffirmed 1990, 1995, 1999, 2005, 2010, 2015, amended 2020]

HX-4600.6.5
AAPA believes all PAs should advocate for and promote evidence-based reproductive and sexual health interventions in order to prevent unintended pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections. AAPA should advocate to ensure that reproductive and sexual health promotion and preventive interventions are available via telehealth technology.
[Adopted 2005, reaffirmed 2010, amended 2015, 2021]

HP-3700.1.2
Guidelines for Ethical Conduct for the PA Profession (paper on page 191)
[Adopted 2000, reaffirmed 2013, amended 2004, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2018]

p.197 Reproductive Decision Making 
“Patients have a right to access the full range of reproductive healthcare services, including fertility treatments, contraception, sterilization, and abortion. PAs have an ethical obligation to provide balanced and unbiased clinical information about reproductive healthcare. When the PA's personal values conflict with providing full disclosure or providing certain services such as sterilization or abortion, the PA need not become involved in that aspect of the patient's care. By referring the patient to a qualified provider who is willing to discuss and facilitate all treatment options, the PA fulfills their ethical obligation to ensure the patient’s access to all legal options.”

Possible Negative Implications  
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Tara J. Mahan, MMS, PA-C
Chair, Commission on the Health of the Public
tara.j.mahan@gmail.com
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