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2022-B-11-HOTP 			Cannabinoids
			(Referred 2021-C-24) 

2022-B-11           			Resolved

Amend policy HX-4600.7.3 as follows:

AAPA supports continued education programs and public health based strategies relating to the abuse of marijuana CANNABINOIDS and addressing and reducing the use of marijuana CANNABINOIDS.

AAPA supports public health-based strategies, AND LOCAL LEGISLATION, instead IN LIEU of incarceration, when dealing with persons in possession of marijuana NON-MEDICAL USE CANNABINOIDS.

Rationale/Justification
Choosing to replace the term “marijuana” with cannabinoids for two reasons primarily:
1) The Mexican term 'marijuana' is frequently used in referring to cannabis leaves or other crude plant material in many countries.
2) Cannabinoids are a group of substances found in the cannabis plant. Including THC and CBD.

Thirty-one states and the District of Columbia have decriminalized the possession of small amounts of marijuana for personal consumption. In these states, possession is treated as a civil or local infraction (or a minor misdemeanor with no jail time), instead of a crime. Eighteen states have legalized medical marijuana along with D.C., Guam, Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands.  Medical marijuana is not FDA approved but can be sold in dispensaries. In addition, several states are trying to balance regulating a legal marijuana market for adults while preventing access by children. This includes requiring identification checks at dispensaries, prohibiting anyone under age 21 inside dispensaries, requiring child-resistant packaging of cannabis products and prohibiting the use of marijuana in public. 

Policy words and phrasing discussed with and agreed upon by the Society of PAs in Addiction Medicine. 
 
Resources
https://www.ncsl.org/bookstore/state-legislatures-magazine/marijuana-deep-dive.aspx
https://www.britannica.com/plant/cannabis-plant
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/public-health-focus/fda-regulation-cannabis-and-cannabis-derived-products-including-cannabidiol-cbd#whatare
https://www.who.int/teams/mental-health-and-substance-use/alcohol-drugs-and-addictive-behaviours/drugs-psychoactive/cannabis
https://www.nccih.nih.gov/health/cannabis-marijuana-and-cannabinoids-what-you-need-to-know
UpToDate: Cannabis (marijuana: Acute Intoxication, Accessed 1/3/2021

Related AAPA Policy
HX-4600.7.1 
AAPA believes that additional clinical research should be conducted on the therapeutic value and efficacy and safety of cannabinoids. AAPA urges that the status of cannabinoids as a federal Schedule I controlled substance be reviewed to facilitate and allow the conducting of clinical research. 
[Adopted 2009, reaffirmed 2014, amended 2016, 2021] 

HX-4600.7.2 
AAPA recommends that in any state where medical cannabinoids laws exist, PAs are included as healthcare providers that can authorize or recommend the use of cannabinoids for patients. AAPA believes effective patient care requires the free and unfettered exchange of information on treatment options and that discussion of cannabinoids as an option between PAs and patients should not subject either party to criminal sanctions. 
[Adopted 2016, amended 2021] 

HX-4600.7.3 
AAPA supports continued education programs and public health based strategies relating to the abuse of marijuana and addressing and reducing the use of marijuana. 
AAPA supports public health based strategies, instead of incarceration, when dealing with persons in possession of marijuana. 
[Adopted 2016] 

HX-4600.7.4 
AAPA discourages the use of cannabinoids by persons who are planning to become pregnant, are pregnant, or breastfeeding and shall treat and counsel on cessation of cannabinoids. 
[Adopted 2016, amended 2021] 

HX-4600.7.5 
AAPA discourages the non-medical use of cannabinoids by those persons under the age of 21 and discourages the non-medical use of cannabinoids by adults who are in the presence of persons under the age of 21. 
[Adopted 2016, amended 2021] 

HX-4600.7.6 
AAPA supports labeling and child-proof packaging of cannabinoids and cannabinoid related products and that limits advertising to adolescents. 
[Adopted 2016, amended 2021]

Possible Negative Implications  
As accessibility increases, so does the potential for overuse and abuse by pediatric, adolescent and expectant parents.

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Tara J. Mahan, PA-C
Chair, Commission on the Health of the Public
tara.j.mahan@gmail.com
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