2022-B-02-CCPDE		Specialty Certification, Clinical Flexibility, and Adaptability

2022-B-02			Resolved

Amend the policy paper entitled Specialty Certification, Clinical Flexibility, and Adaptability. See policy paper.

Rationale/Justification
This policy was assigned to the Commission on Continuing Professional Development and Education as part of AAPA’s routine 5-year policy review process.  The Commission consulted stakeholders to determine current sentiment related to the topics addressed in this policy paper and updated other underlying data.

Related AAPA Policy
HP-3200.4.3 
AAPA opposes any NCCPA requirement that PAs must practice for an identified time in a given specialty practice as a precondition for specialty certification. 
[Adopted 2010, reaffirmed 2015, 2020]

Possible Negative Implications  
The threat that specialty certification poses to the clinical flexibility that is valued by PAs and by the healthcare system must be carefully balanced against the opportunities to compete against other professions for employment and for recognition and promotion within health systems.

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Stephanie Jalaba, MMS, PA-C
Chair, Commission on Continuing Professional Development and Education
smjalaba@gmail.com
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