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2022-C-18-GRPA

2022-C-18-GRPA      	Pharmaceutical Samples Access

2022-C-18           	   	Resolved

Amend policy HX-4600.5.1 as follows:

AAPA supports legislative efforts to block the diversion of prescription drugs to illicit channels and prevent the sale or trade of samples, while preserving appropriate access by PAs and other appropriate healthcare practitioners to samples of prescription drugs from pharmaceutical manufacturers. THE PRACTICING PA’S APPROPRIATE AND COMPLIANT ACCESS TO SAMPLES OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS FROM PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS.

Rationale/Justification
Updated policy language reflects the current environment of the allocation and dispersal of pharmaceutical samples. Compliance requirements at multiple levels from the pharmaceutical manufacturer to the pharmaceutical sales representatives address the concerns about diversion and misuse of sample medications when the original policy was adopted. A policy addressing the access to pharmaceutical samples should remain; however, concerns related to legal or regulatory limitation of PA access to sample medications is no longer a primary issue. 

Related AAPA Policy
HX-4600.5.8
AAPA shall actively engage in efforts to educate healthcare advertisers about PA prescribing authority and practices. AAPA shall encourage healthcare advertisers to avoid such language as "only your doctor can diagnose" or "only your doctor can prescribe."  
[Adopted 1994, reaffirmed 1999, 2004, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021]  

Possible Negative Implications  
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Nichole Bateman, MPAS, PA-C
Chair, Government Relations and Practice Advancement Commission
Nbatemanpac@gmail.com 
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